
NINE COMMENTARIES - PART  II    13Special  Edition
�������������������������������������

In August 1927, the CCP members 
within the KMT Revolutionary Army 
initiated the Nanchang Rebellion, which 
was quickly suppressed. In September, 
the CCP launched the Autumn Harvest 
Uprising to attack Changsha, but that at-
tack was suppressed as well. The CCP 
began to implement a network of con-
trol in the army whereby “Party branch-
es are established at the level of the 
company in the army,” and it fled to the 
Jinggangshan Mountain area in Jiangxi 
Province, [19] establishing rule over the 
countryside there.

The Hunan Peasant Rebellion—
Inciting the Scum of Society to 
Revolt

During the Northern Expedition, 
when the National Revolutionary Army 
was at war with the warlords, the CCP 
instigated rebellions in the rural areas in 
an attempt to capture power.

The Hunan Peasant Rebellion in 1927 
was a revolt of the riffraff, the scum of 
society, as was the well-known Paris 
Commune of 1871—the first Commu-
nist revolt. French nationals and for-
eigners in Paris at the time witnessed 
that the Paris Commune was a group of 
destructive roving bandits with no vi-
sion. Living in exquisite buildings and 
large mansions and eating extravagant 
and luxurious meals, they cared only 
about enjoying their momentary happi-
ness and worried about nothing ahead. 
During the rebellion of the Paris Com-
mune, they censored the Press. They 
took as hostage and later shot the Arch-
bishop of Paris, Georges Darboy, who 
gave sermons to the King. For their 
personal enjoyment they cruelly killed 
64 clergymen, set fire to palaces, and 
destroyed government offices, private 
residences, monuments, and inscription 
columns. The wealth and beauty of the 
French capital had been second to none 
in Europe. However, during the Paris 
Commune uprising, buildings were re-
duced to ashes and people to skeletons. 
Such atrocities and cruelty had rarely 
been seen throughout history.

As Mao Zedong admitted,
    It is true the peasants are in a sense 

‘unruly’ in the countryside. Supreme 
in authority, the peasant association al-
lowed the landlord no say and sweeps 
away his prestige. This amounts to strik-
ing the landlord down to the dust and 
keeping him there. The peasants threat-
en, “We will put you in the other regis-
ter [the register of reactionaries]!” They 
fine the local tyrants and evil gentry, 
they demand contributions from them, 
and they smash their sedan-chairs. Peo-
ple swarm into the houses of local ty-
rants and evil gentry who are against the 
peasant association, slaughter their pigs 
and consume their grain. They even loll 
for a minute or two on the ivory-inlaid 
beds belonging to the young ladies in 
the households of the local tyrants and 
evil gentry. At the slightest provocation 
they make arrests, crown the arrested 
with tall paper hats, and parade them 

through the village, saying, “You dirty 
landlords, now you know who we are!” 
Doing whatever they like and turning 
everything upside down, they have cre-
ated a kind of terror in the countryside. 
[2]

But Mao gave such “unruly” actions a 
full approval, saying,

To put it bluntly, it is necessary to cre-
ate terror for a while in every rural area, 
or otherwise it would be impossible to 
suppress the activities of the counter-
revolutionaries in the countryside or 
overthrow the authority of the gentry. 
Proper limits have to be exceeded in or-
der to right a wrong, or else the wrong 
cannot be righted... Many of their deeds 
in the period of revolutionary action, 
which were seen as going too far, were 
in fact the very things the revolution re-
quired. [2]

Communist revolution creates a sys-
tem of terror.

The “Anti-Japanese” North-
Bound Operation—The Flight 
of the Defeated

The CCP labeled the “Long March” 
as a northbound anti-Japanese opera-
tion. It trumpeted the “Long March” 
as a Chinese revolutionary fairy tale. It 
claimed that the “Long March” was a 
“manifesto,” a “propaganda team” and 
a “seeding machine,” which ended with 
the CCP’s victory and their enemies’ 
defeat.

The CCP fabricated such obvious lies 
about marching north to fight the Japa-
nese to cover its failures. From October 
1933 to January 1934, the Communist 
Party suffered a total defeat. In the fifth 
operation by the KMT, which aimed 
to encircle and annihilate the CCP, the 
CCP lost its rural strongholds one after 
another. With its base areas continually 
shrinking, the main Red Army had to 
flee. This is the true origin of the “Long 
March.”

The “Long March” was in fact aimed 
at breaking out of the encirclement and 
fleeing to Outer Mongolia and Soviet 
Russia along an arc that first went west 
and then north. Once in place, the CCP 
could escape into the Soviet Union in 
case of defeat. The CCP encountered 
great difficulties when en route to-
wards Outer Mongolia. They chose to 
go through Shanxi and Suiyuan. On the 
one hand by marching through these 
northern provinces, they could claim 
to be “anti-Japanese” and win people’s 
hearts. On the other hand, those areas 
were safe as no Japanese troops were 
deployed there. The area occupied by 
the Japanese army was along the Great 
Wall. A year later, when the CCP finally 
arrived at Shanbei (northern Shaanxi 
province), the main force of the Central 
Red Army had decreased from 80,000 
to 6,000 people.

The Xi’an Incident—The CCP 
Successfully Sowed Dissension 
and Latched onto the KMT a 
Second Time

In December 1936, Zhang Xueliang 
and Yang Hucheng, two KMT generals, 
kidnapped Chiang Kai-shek in Xi’an. 
This has since been referred to as the 
Xi’an Incident.

According to the CCP’s textbooks, 
the Xi’an Incident was a “military coup” 
initiated by Zhang and Yang, who deliv-
ered a life or death ultimatum to Chiang 
Kai-shek. He was forced to take a stance 
against the Japanese invaders. Zhou En-
lai was reportedly invited to Xi’an as 
a CCP representative to help negotiate 
a peaceful resolution. With different 
groups in China mediating, the incident 
was resolved peacefully, thereby end-
ing a civil war of ten years and starting 
a unified national alliance against the 
Japanese. The CCP history books say 
that this incident was a crucial turning 
point for China in her crisis. The CCP 
depicts itself as the patriotic party that 
takes the interests of the whole nation 
into account.

More and more documents have re-
vealed that many CCP spies had al-
ready gathered around Yang Hucheng 
and Zhang Xueliang before the Xi’an 
Incident. Liu Ding, an underground 
CCP member was introduced to Zhang 
Xueliang by Song Qingling, wife of 
Sun Yat-sen, a sister of Madame Chiang 
and a CCP member. After the Xi’an In-
cident, Mao Zedong praised that, “Liu 
Ding performed meritorious service in 
Xi’an Incident.” Among those work-
ing at Yang Hucheng’s side, his own 
wife Xie Baozhen was a CCP member 
and worked in Yang’s Political Depart-
ment of the Army. Xie married Yang 
Hucheng in January of 1928 with the 
approval of the CCP. In addition, CCP 
member Wang Bingnan was an honored 
guest in Yang’s home at the time. Wang 
later became a vice minister for the CCP 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. It was these 
CCP members around Yang and Zhang 
who directly instigated the coup.

At the beginning of the incident, the 
leaders of the CCP wanted to kill Chi-
ang Kai-shek, avenging his earlier sup-
pression of the CCP. At that time, the 
CCP had a very weak base in northern 
Shaanxi province, and had been in dan-
ger of being completely eliminated in a 
single battle. The CCP, utilizing all its 
acquired skills of deception, instigated 
Zhang and Yang to revolt. In order to 
pin down the Japanese and prevent them 
from attacking the Soviet Union, Stalin 
personally wrote to the Central Com-
mittee of the CCP, asking them not to 
kill Chiang Kai-shek, but to cooperate 
with him for a second time. Mao Zedong 
and Zhou Enlai realized that they could 
not destroy the KMT with the limited 
strength of the CCP; if they killed Chi-
ang Kai-shek, they would be defeated 
and even eliminated by the avenging 
KMT army. Under these circumstanc-
es, the CCP changed its tone. The CCP 
forced Chiang Kai-shek to accept co-
operation a second time in the name of 
joint resistance against the Japanese.

The CCP first instigated a revolt, 
pointing the gun at Chiang Kai-shek, 

but then turned around and, acting like 
a stage hero, forced him to accept the 
CCP again. The CCP not only escaped a 
crisis of disintegration, but also used the 
opportunity to latch onto the KMT gov-
ernment for the second time. The Red 
Army was soon turned into the Eighth 
Route Army and grew bigger and more 
powerful than before. One must admire 
the CCP’s unmatchable skills of decep-
tion.

Anti-Japanese War—The CCP 
Grew by Killing with Borrowed 
Weapons

When the anti-Japanese war broke 
out in 1937, the KMT had more than 
1.7 million armed soldiers, ships with 
110,000 tons displacement, and about 
600 fighter planes of various kinds. The 
total size of the CCP’s army including 
the New Fourth Army which was newly 
grouped in November of 1937, did not 
exceed 70,000 people.Its power was 
weakened further by internal fractional 
politics and could be eliminated in a 
single battle. The CCP realized that if 
it were to face battle with the Japanese, 
it would not be able to defeat even a 
single division of the Japanese troops. 
In the eyes of the CCP, sustaining its 
own power rather than ensuring the sur-
vival of the nation was the central fo-
cus of the emphasis on “national unity.” 
Therefore, during its cooperation with 
the KMT, the CCP exercised an internal 
policy of “giving priority to the struggle 
for political power, which is to be dis-
closed internally and realized in actual 
practice.”

After the Japanese occupied the city 
of Shenyang on September 18, 1931, 
thereby extending their control over 
large areas in northeastern China, the 
CCP fought shoulder to shoulder with 
Japanese invaders to defeat the KMT. In 
a declaration written in response to the 
Japanese occupation, the CCP exhorted 
the people in the KMT-controlled areas 
to rebel, calling on “workers to strike, 
peasants to make trouble, students to 
boycott classes, poor people to quit 
working, soldiers to revolt” so as to 
overthrow the Nationalist government.

The CCP held up a banner calling for 
resistance to the Japanese, but they only 
had local armies and guerrilla forces in 
camps away from the front lines. Ex-
cept for a few battles, including the one 
fought at Pingxing Pass, the CCP did 
not make much of a contribution to the 
war against the Japanese at all. Instead, 
they spent their energy expanding their 
own base. When the Japanese surren-
dered, the CCP incorporated the surren-
dering soldiers into its army, claiming 
to have expanded to more than 900,000 
regular soldiers, in addition to 2 million 
militia fighters. The KMT army was es-
sentially alone on the frontlines while 
fighting the Japanese, losing over 200 
marshalls in the war. The commanding 
officers on the CCP side bore nearly no 
losses. However, the textbooks of the 
CCP constantly claimed that the KMT 
did not resist the Japanese, and that it 


