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how the violence during the Cultural 
Revolution was the policy of the CCP 
and the regional government, not the 
extreme behavior of the Red Guards. 
The CCP has covered up the direct 
instigation of and involvement in the 
violence by party leaders and govern-
ment officials. 

In August 1966, the Red Guards ex-
pelled Beijing residents who had been 
classified in past movements as “land-
lords, rich farmers, reactionaries, bad 
elements, and rightists” and forced 
them to the countryside. Incomplete 
official statistics showed that 33,695 
homes were searched and 85,196 Bei-
jing residents were expelled out of the 
city and sent back to where their par-
ents had originally come from. Red 
Guards all over the country followed 
suit, expelling over 400,000 urban res-
idents to the countryside. Even high-
ranking officials, whose parents were 
landlords, faced exile to the country. 

Actually, the CCP planned the ex-
pulsion campaign even before the 
Cultural Revolution began. Former 
Beijing mayor Peng Zhen declared 
that the residents of Beijing City 
should be as ideologically pure as 
“glass panels and crystals,” mean-
ing that all residents with a bad class 
background would be expelled out of 
the city. In May of 1966, Mao com-
manded his subordinates to “protect 
the capital.” A capital working team 
was set up, led by Ye Jianying, Yang 
Chengwu and Xie Fuzhi. One of the 
tasks of this team was to use the po-
lice to expel Beijing residents of bad 
class background. 

This history helps make clear why 
the government and police depart-
ments did not intervene but rather 
supported the Red Guards in search-
ing homes and expelling more than 
two percent of Beijing residents. The 
Minister of Public Security, Xie Fu-
zhi, required the police not to inter-
vene in the Red Guards’ actions but 
rather to provide advice and informa-
tion to them. The Red Guards were 
simply utilized by the Party to carry 
out a planned action, and then, at the 
end of 1966, these Red Guards were 
abandoned by the CCP. Many were 
labeled counterrevolutionaries and 
imprisoned, and others were sent to 
the countryside, along with other ur-
ban youth, to labor and reform their 
thoughts. The West Town Red Guard 
organization, which led the expulsion 
of city residents, was established un-
der the “caring” guidance of the CCP 
leaders. The order to incriminate these 
Red Guards was also issued after be-
ing revised by the secretary-general of 
the State Council. 

Following the removal of the Bei-
jing residents of bad class back-
ground, the rural areas started another 
round of persecution of bad class ele-
ments. On August 26, 1966, a speech 
of Xie Fuzhi was passed down to the 
Daxing Police Bureau at their work 
meeting. Xie ordered the police to 
assist the Red Guards in searching 

the homes of the “five black classes” 
(landlords, rich peasants, reactionar-
ies, bad elements, and rightists) by 
providing advice and information and 
helping in their raids. The infamous 
Daxing Massacre [8] occurred as a 
result of direct instructions by the po-
lice department; the organizers were 
the director and the CCP secretary of 
the police department, and the killers 
were mostly militiamen who did not 
even spare the children. 

Many were admitted into the CCP 
for their “good behavior” during simi-
lar slaughters. According to incom-
plete statistics for Guangxi Province, 
about 50,000 CCP members engaged 
in killing. Among them more than 
9,000 were admitted into the Party 
shortly after killing someone, more 
than 20,000 committed murder after 
being admitted into the Party, and 
more than 19,000 other Party mem-
bers were involved in killing in one 
way or another.

During the Cultural Revolution, 
class theory would also be applied to 
beatings. The bad deserved it if they 
were beaten by the good. It was hon-
orable for a bad person to beat another 
bad person. It was a misunderstand-
ing if a good person beat another 
good person. Such a theory invented 
by Mao was spread widely in the rebel 
movements. Violence and slaughter 
were widespread following the logic 
that the enemies of the class struggle 
deserved any violence against them.

From August 13 to October 7 of 
1967, militiamen in Dao County of 
Hunan Province slaughtered mem-
bers of the “Xiangjiang Wind and 
Thunder” organization and those of 
the “five black classes.” The slaughter 
lasted 66 days; more than 4,519 peo-
ple in 2,778 households were killed in 
468 brigades (administrative villages) 
of 36 people’s communes in 10 dis-
tricts. In the entire prefecture consist-
ing of 10 counties, a total of 9,093 
people were killed, of which 38% 
were of the “five black classes” and 
44% were their children.  The oldest 
person killed was 78 years old, and 
the youngest was only 10 days old. 

This is only one case of violence 
in one small area during the Cultural 
Revolution. In Inner Mongolia, after 
the establishment of the “revolutionary 
committee” in early 1968, the cleans-
ing of class rank and purging of the 
fabricated “Inner Mongolia People’s 
Revolutionary Party” killed more than 
350,000 people. In 1968, tens of thou-
sands of people in Guangxi Province 
participated in the mass slaughter of 
the rebel faction “422” organization, 
killing more than 110,000.

These cases point out that those 
major acts of violent killing during 
the Cultural Revolution were all un-
der the direct instigation and instruc-
tion of CCP leaders who encouraged 
and utilized violence to persecute and 
kill citizens. Those killers directly in-
volved in instructing and executing 
the killing were mostly from the mili-

tary, police, armed militia, and key 
members of the Party and the Youth 
League.    

If during the Land Reform the CCP 
used peasants to overthrow landlords 
to obtain land, during the Industrial 
and Commercial Reform the CCP 
used the working class to overthrow 
capitalists to gain assets, and during 
the Anti-Rightist Movement the CCP 
eliminated all intellectuals who held 
opposing opinions, then what was the 
purpose of all the killing during the 
Cultural Revolution? The CCP used 
one group to kill another, and no one 
class was relied upon. Even if you 
were from the workers and peasants, 
two classes upon which the Party re-
lied in the past, if your viewpoint dif-
fered from that of the Party, your life 
would be in danger. So in the end, 
what was it all for? 

The purpose was to establish com-
munism as the one and only religion 
dominating the entire country, con-
trolling not just the state but every 
individual’s mind. 

The Cultural Revolution pushed the 
CCP and Mao Zedong’s cult of per-
sonality to a climax. Mao’s theory 
had to be used to dictate everything 
and one person’s vision had to be em-
bedded in tens of millions of people’s 
minds. The Cultural Revolution, in a 
way unprecedented and never again 
to be matched, intentionally did not 
specify what could not be done. In-
stead, the Party emphasized “what 
can be done and how to do it. Any-
thing outside this boundary could not 
be done or even considered.” 

During the Cultural Revolution, 
everyone in the country carried out 
a religious-like ritual: “ask the Party 
for instructions in the morning and 
report to the Party in the evening,” 
salute Chairman Mao several times a 
day, wishing him boundless longev-
ity, and conduct morning and evening 
political prayers everyday. Nearly ev-
ery literate person had the experience 
of writing self-criticism and thought 
reports. Mao’s quotations such as the 
following were frequently recited. 
“Fight ferociously against every pass-
ing thought of selfishness.” “Execute 
instructions whether or not you under-
stood them; deepen your understand-
ing in the process of execution.”  

Only one “god” (Mao) was allowed 
to be worshiped; only one kind of 
scripture (Mao’s teaching) was al-
lowed to be studied. Soon the “god-
making” process progressed to such a 
degree that people could not buy food 
in canteens if they did not recite a 
quotation or make a greeting to Mao. 
When shopping, riding the bus, or 
even making a phone call, one had to 
recite one of Mao’s quotations, even 
if it was totally irrelevant. In these 
rituals of worship, people were either 
fanatical or cynical, and in either case 
were already under the control of the 
communist evil specter. Producing 
lies, tolerating lies and relying on lies 
became Chinese people’s lifestyle.

VII. The Reform and Opening 
up—The Violence Progresses 
with Time

The Cultural Revolution was a pe-
riod full of bloodshed, killings, griev-
ances, loss of conscience, and con-
fusion of right and wrong. After the 
Cultural Revolution, the CCP leader-
ship changed its banners frequently, 
as the government changed hands six 
times within 20 years. Private owner-
ship has returned to China, disparities 
in the standard of living between cit-
ies and rural areas have widened, the 
desert area has quickly expanded, river 
water has been drying up, and drug-use 
and prostitution have increased. All the 
“crimes” the CCP fought against are 
now permitted again.

The CCP’s ruthless heart, devious 
nature, evil actions, and ability to bring 
ruin to the country increased. During the 
Tiananmen Massacre in 1989, the Party 
mobilized armies and tanks to kill stu-
dents protesting on Tiananmen Square. 
The vicious persecution against Falun 
Gong practitioners is even worse. In 
October of 2004, to take land from the 
peasants, Yulin City of Shaanxi Prov-
ince mobilized over 1,600 riot police 
to arrest and shoot more than 50 peas-
ants. The political control of the Chi-
nese government continues to rely on 
the CCP’s philosophy of struggle and 
violence. The only difference from the 
past is that the Party has become even 
more deceptive.

Law Making: The CCP has never 
stopped creating conflicts among the 
people. They have persecuted large 
numbers of citizens for being reac-
tionaries, anti-socialists, bad elements, 
and evil cult members. The totalitarian 
nature of the CCP continues to conflict 
with all other civil groups and organi-
zations. In the name of “maintaining 
order and stabilizing society,” the Party 
has kept changing constitutions, laws 
and regulations, and has persecuted 
as reactionaries anyone who disagrees 
with the government. 

In July of 1999, Jiang Zemin made 
a personal decision, against most other 
Politburo members’ wills, to eliminate 
Falun Gong in three months; slander 
and lies quickly enveloped the country. 
After Jiang Zemin denounced Falun 
Gong as an “evil cult” in an interview 
with the French newspaper La Figaro, 
Chinese official propaganda followed 
up by quickly publishing articles pres-
suring everyone in the country to turn 
against Falun Gong. The National 
People’s Congress was coerced into 
passing a non-descript “decision” deal-
ing with evil cults; soon after that the 
Supreme People’s Court and Supreme 
People’s Procuratorate jointly issued 
an “explanation” of the “decision.” 

On July 22, 1999, the Xinhua News 
Agency published speeches by the 
CCP’s Organization Department and 
Propaganda Department leaders pub-
licly supporting Jiang’s persecution 
against Falun Gong. The Chinese peo-


