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hardships.”

B. A Culture That Confounds Right 
and Wrong

During the Cultural Revolution, the 
CCP would “rather have the socialist 
weeds than the capitalist crops.” The 
army was ordered to shoot and kill in 
the June 4th massacre “in exchange for 
20 years of stability.” The CCP also 
“Does unto others what one does not 
want to be done unto oneself.”

C. A Culture of Self-Imposed 
Brainwashing and Unconditional 
Obedience

“Lower ranks obey the orders of 
the higher ranks and the whole Party 
obeys the Party’s Central Committee.” 
“Fight ruthlessly to eradicate any selfish 
thoughts that flash through your mind.” 
“Erupt a revolution in the depths of your 
soul.” “Maintain maximum alignment 
with the Party’s Central Committee.” 
“Unify the minds, unify the footsteps, 
unify the orders, and unify the com-
mands.”

D. A Culture of Securing a Flunkey 
Position

“China would be in chaos without the 
Communist Party;” “China is so vast. 
Who else can lead it but the CCP?” “If 
China collapses, it will be a worldwide 
disaster, so we should help the CCP sus-
tain its leadership.” Out of fear and self-
protection, the groups constantly sup-
pressed by the CCP oftentimes appear 
even more lefty than the CCP.

There are many more examples like 
these. Every reader could probably find 
various sorts of elements of the Party 
culture from his personal experiences.

People who experienced the Cultural 
Revolution might still remember vivid-
ly the “Model Play” of modern operas, 
the Songs with Mao’s words as lyrics, 
and the Loyalty Dance. Many still re-
call the words from the dialogues in 
“The White-Haired Girl,” [88] “Tun-
nel Warfare” [89], and “War of Mines” 
[90]. Through these literary works, the 
CCP has brainwashed people, forcibly 
filling their minds with messages such 
as “how brilliant and great” the Party is; 
how “arduously and valiantly” the party 
has struggled against the enemy; how 
“utterly devoted to the Party” the Par-
ty’s soldiers are; how willing they are to 
sacrifice themselves for the Party; and 
how stupid and vicious the enemies are. 
Day after day, the CCP’s propaganda 
machine forcibly injects into every in-
dividual the beliefs needed by the Com-
munist Party. Today, if one went back 
to watch the “Epic Poem” of musical 
dance– “The East is Red,” one would 
realize that the entire theme and style of 
the show is about “killing, killing, and 
more killing.”

At the same time, the CCP has created 
its own system of speech and discourse, 
such as the abusive language in mass 
criticism, the flattering words to sing the 

praises of the Party, and the banal offi-
cial formalities similar to the “eight-part 
essay.” [91] People are made to speak 
unconsciously with the thinking pat-
terns that promote the concept of “class 
struggle” and to “extol the Party,” and 
use domineering language instead of 
calm and rational reasoning. The CCP 
also abuses the religious vocabulary and 
distorts the content of those terms.

One step beyond the truth is fallacy. 
The CCP party culture also abuses tra-
ditional morality to a certain extent. 
For instance, traditional culture values 
“faith,” so does the Communist Party. 
However what it promotes is “faith-
fulness and honesty to the Party.” The 
traditional culture emphasizes “filial 
piety.” The CCP may put people in jail 
if they do not provide for their parents, 
but the real reason is that these parents 
would otherwise become a “burden” to 
the government. When it fits the Party’s 
needs, the children are required to draw 
clear boundaries separating them from 
their parents. The traditional culture 
stresses “loyalty.” Nevertheless, “the 
people are of supreme importance; the 
nation comes next; last comes the rul-
er.” The “loyalty” preferred by the CCP 
is “blind devotion”—so completely 
blind that people are required to believe 
in the CCP unconditionally and obey it 
unquestioningly.

The words commonly used by the 
CCP are very misleading. For exam-
ple, it called the civil war between the 
Kuomintang and the Communists the 
“Liberation War,” as if the people were 
being “liberated” from oppression. The 
CCP called the post-1949 period “after 
the founding of the nation,” when, in re-
ality, China existed long before that. The 
CCP simply established a new political 
regime. The three-year Great Famine 
[92] was called “three years of natural 
disaster,” when, in fact, it was not at all 
a natural disaster but, rather, a complete 
man-made calamity. However, upon 
hearing these words used in everyday 
life and being imperceptibly influenced 
by them, people unconsciously accept 
the ideologies that the CCP intended to 
instill to them.

In traditional culture, music is taken 
as a way to constrain human desires. In 
the Book of Song (Yue Shu), Volume 24 
of the Records of the Historian (Shi Ji), 
Sima Qian (145-85 BC) [93] said the 
nature of man is peaceful; sensation of 
external matters affects one’s emotions 
and stir up the sentiment of love or hate 
based upon one’s character and wisdom. 
If these sentiments are not constrained, 
one will be seduced by endless external 
temptations and assimilated by one’s in-
ternal sentiments to commit many bad 
deeds. Thus, said Sima Qian, the emper-
ors of the past used rituals and music to 
constrain people. The songs should be 
“cheerful but not obscene, sad but not 
overly distressing.” They should ex-
press feelings and desires, yet have con-
trol over these sentiments. Confucius 
said in the Analects, “The three hundred 
verses of The Odes (one of the six clas-
sics compiled and edited by Confucius) 

may be summed up in a single sentence, 
‘Think no evil.’”

Such a beautiful thing as music, how-
ever, was used by the CCP as a method 
to brainwash the people. Songs like 
“Socialism Is Good,” “There would be 
no new China without the Communist 
Party,” and many others, have been sung 
from kindergarten to the university. In 
singing these songs, people have uncon-
sciously accepted the meanings of the 
lyrics. Further, the CCP stole the tunes 
of the most melodious folk songs and 
replaced them with lyrics that praise the 
Party. This has served both to destroy 
the traditional culture and to promote 
the Party.

As one of the CCP’s classic docu-
ments, Mao’s “Speech at the Yan’an Fo-
rum on Literature and Arts” [94] placed 
cultural endeavors and the military as 
“the two battle fronts.” It stated that it 
was not enough to have just the armed 
military; an “army of literary arts” was 
also needed. It stipulated that “the liter-
ary arts should serve politics” and “the 
literary arts of the proletariat class… are 
the ‘gears and screws’ of the revolution 
machine.” A complete system of “Party 
culture” was developed out of this, with 
“atheism” and “class struggle” being 
its core. This system goes completely 
against traditional culture.

The “Party culture” has indeed ren-
dered distinguished service in help-
ing the CCP to win power and control 
over society. Like its army, prisons, and 
police force, the Party culture is also 
a violence machine, which provides a 
different kind of brutality—“cultural 
brutality.” This cultural brutality, by 
destroying 5000 years of traditional 
culture, has diminished the will of the 
people, and undermined the cohesive-
ness of the Chinese nationality.

Today, many Chinese are absolutely 
ignorant of the essence of traditional 
culture. Some even equate the 50 years 
of “Party culture” to the 5000 years of 
Chinese traditional culture. This is a 
sorrowful thing for the Chinese people. 
Many do not realize that in opposing the 
so-called traditional culture they are in 
fact against the “Party culture” of the 
CCP, not the real traditional culture of 
China.

Many people hope to replace the cur-
rent Chinese system with the Western 
democratic system. In reality, Western 
democracy has also been established on 
a cultural basis, notably that of Christi-
anity, which, holding that “everyone is 
equal in the eyes of God,” thus respects 
human nature and human choices. How 
could the despotic, inhuman “Party cul-
ture” of the CCP be used as the foun-
dation for a Western-style democratic 
system?

Conclusion

China started to deviate from its tradi-
tional culture in the Song Dynasty (960-
1279 AD), and that culture has experi-
enced constant depredation ever since. 
After the May Fourth Movement of 
1919, [95] some intellectuals who were 

eager for quick success and instant ben-
efit attempted to find a path for China by 
turning away from the traditional cul-
ture toward Western civilization. Still, 
conflicts and changes in the cultural 
domain remained a focus of academic 
contention without the involvement of 
state forces. When the CCP came into 
existence, however, it elevated cultural 
conflicts to a matter of life-and-death 
struggle for the Party. So the CCP be-
gan to exercise a direct assault on tradi-
tional culture, using destructive means 
as well as indirect abuse in the form of 
“adopting the dross and rejecting the es-
sence.”

The destruction of the national cul-
ture was also the process of establishing 
“the Party culture.” The CCP subverted 
human conscience and moral judgment, 
thus driving people to turn their backs 
on traditional culture. If the national 
culture is completely destroyed, the es-
sence of the nation will disappear with 
it, leaving only an empty name for the 
nation. This is not an exaggerated warn-
ing.

At the same time, the destruction of 
the traditional culture has brought us 
unexpected physical damage.

Traditional culture values the unity 
of heaven and humans and harmonious 
co-existence between humans and na-
ture. The CCP has declared endless joy 
from “fighting with heaven and earth.” 
This culture of the CCP has led directly 
to the serious degradation of the natural 
environment that plagues China today. 
Take water resources for example. The 
Chinese people, having abandoned the 
traditional value that “a nobleman trea-
sures wealth, but he makes fortune in 
a decent way,” have wantonly ravaged 
and polluted the natural environment. 
Currently, more than 75 percent of the 
50,000 kilometers (or 30,000 miles) of 
China’s rivers are unsuitable for fish 
habitat. Over one third of the ground-
water had been polluted even a decade 
ago, and now the situation continues to 
worsen. A “spectacle” of a strange kind 
occurred at the Huaihe River: A little 
child playing in the oil-filled river cre-
ated a spark that, upon striking the sur-
face of the river, lit a flame five meters 
(16 feet) high. As the fire surged into 
the air, more than ten willow trees in the 
vicinity were burnt to a crisp. [96] One 
can easily see that it is impossible for 
those who drink such water not to de-
velop cancer or other strange diseases. 
Other environmental problems, such as 
desertification and salinization in North-
west China and industrial pollution in 
developed regions, all are related to the 
society’s loss of respect for nature.

Traditional culture respects life. The 
CCP urges that “revolt is justifiable,” 
and “struggling against human beings 
is full of joy.” In the name of revolu-
tion, the Party could murder and starve 
to death tens of millions of people. This 
has led people to devalue life, which 
then encourages the proliferation of 
fake and poisonous products in the mar-
ket. In Fuyang City of Anhui Province, 
for example, many healthy babies de-


