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the sky; the cruel torture methods were 
extremely inhumane.

On December 8, the wives of Li Bai-
fang, Ma Ming and Zhou Mian went 
to visit their husbands in detention, but 
they were also arrested as members 
of the AB Corps and cruelly tortured. 
They were severely beaten, their bod-
ies and vulvae burned and breasts cut 
with knives. Under the cruel torture, 
Duan Liangbi confessed that Li Wen-
lin, Jin Wanbang, Liu Di, Zhou Mian, 
Ma Ming and others were leaders 
of the AB Corps and that there were 
many members of AB Corps in the 
Red Army’s schools.

From December 7 to the evening 
of December 12, in merely five days, 
Li Shaojiu and others arrested more 
than 120 alleged AB Corps members 
and dozens of principal counter-revo-
lutionaries in the severe AB Corps 
purge in Futian; more than 40 people 
were executed. Li Shaojiu’s cruel acts 
finally triggered the “Futian Incident” 
[11] on December 12, 1930 that highly 
astounded the Soviet Area. (From His-
torical Investigation of Mao Zedong’s 
Purge of “AB Corps” in Soviet Area, 
Jiangxi Province by Gao Hua)

From the Soviet Area to Yan’an, 
Mao relied on his theory and practice 
of struggle and gradually sought and 
established his absolute leadership of 
the Party. After the CCP came to pow-
er in 1949, Mao continued to reply 
on this kind of inner-party struggle. 
For example, in the eighth plenum of 
the Eighth CCP Central Committee 
meeting held in Lushan in 1959, Mao 
Zedong launched a sudden attack on 
Peng Dehuai and removed him from 
his position [12]. All of the central 
leaders who attended the conference 
were asked to take a stand; the few 

who dared to express different opin-
ions were all labeled the Peng Dehuai 
antiparty bloc. During the Cultural 
Revolution, the veteran cadres at the 
CCP’s Central Committee were pun-
ished one after another, but all of them 
gave in without putting up a fight. Who 
would dare to speak a word against 
Mao Zedong? The CCP has always 
emphasized iron discipline, loyalty 
to the Party, and organizational prin-
ciples, requiring absolute obedience 
to the hierarchy’s leader. This kind of 
party nature has been engrained in the 
continuous political struggles.

During the Cultural Revolution, Li 
Lisan, once a CCP leader, was driven to 
the limit of his endurance. At 68 years 
of age, he was interrogated on average 
seven times per month. His wife Li 
Sha was treated as a “Soviet revision-
ist” spy, and had already been sent to 
jail; her whereabouts were unknown. 
With no other choice and in extreme 
despair, Li committed suicide by swal-
lowing a large quantity of sleeping 
pills. Before his death, Li Lisan wrote 
a letter to Mao Zedong, truly reflecting 
the “sense of Party nature,” according 
to which a CCP member does not dare 
to give up, even on the verge of death:

Chairman,
I am now stepping onto the path of 

betraying the Party by committing 
suicide, and have no means to defend 
my crime. Only one thing, that is, my 
entire family and I have never collabo-
rated with enemy states. Only on this 
issue, I request the central government 
to investigate and examine the facts 
and draw conclusions based on truth...

Li Lisan
June 22, 1967 [13]

While Mao Zedong’s philosophy 
of struggle eventually dragged China 
into an unprecedented catastrophe, this 
kind of political campaign and the in-
ner-party struggle, which is widespread 
once “every seven or eight years,” have 
ensured the survival of the CCP. Every 
time there was a campaign, a minority 
of five percent would be persecuted, 
and the remaining 95 percent would 
be brought to an obedient adherence to 
the Party’s basic line, thereby enhanc-
ing the Party organization’s cohesive 
force and destructive capacity. These 
struggles also eliminated those “falter-
ing” members who were not willing to 
give up their conscience, and attacked 
any force that dared to resist. Through 
this mechanism of struggle, those CCP 
members who have the greatest de-
sire for struggle and are best at using 
the methods of hoodlums have gained 
control. The CCP cult leaders are all 
fearless people rich in the experience 
of struggle and full of the Party spirit. 
Such brutal struggle also gives those 
who have experienced it a “blood les-
son” and violent brainwashing. At the 
same time, it continuously energizes 
the CCP, further strengthening its de-
sire for struggle, ensuring its surviv-
al, and preventing it from becoming 
a temperate group that gives up the 
struggle.

This kind of party nature required 
by the CCP has come precisely from 
the CCP’s cult nature. In order to re-
alize its goal, the CCP is determined 
to break away from all traditional 
principles, and use all means to fight 
unhesitatingly with any force that hin-
ders it. Therefore it needs to train and 
enslave all its members to become the 
Party’s heartless, unjust and faithless 
tool. This nature of the CCP originates 

from its hatred toward human soci-
ety and traditions, its delusional self-
evaluation, and its extreme selfishness 
and contempt for other people’s lives. 
In order to achieve its so-called ideal, 
the CCP used violence at all costs to 
smash the world and eliminate all dis-
sidents. Such an evil cult would meet 
with opposition from people of con-
science, so it must eliminate people’s 
conscience and benevolent thoughts 
to make people believe in its evil doc-
trine. Therefore, in order to ensure its 
survival, the CCP first of all must de-
stroy people’s conscience, benevolent 
thoughts and moral standards, turning 
people into tame slaves and tools. Ac-
cording to the CCP’s logic, the Party’s 
life and interest override everything 
else; they even override the collective 
interest of all Party members, thus any 
individual Party member must be pre-
pared to sacrifice for the Party.

Looking at the CCP’s history, in-
dividuals who retained the mindset 
of traditional intellectuals like Chen 
Duxiu and Qu Qiubai, or who still 
cared about people’s interests like Hu 
Yaobang and Zhao Ziyang, or who are 
determined to be clean officials and 
bring real service to the people such 
as Zhu Rongji—no matter how much 
they contributed to the Party, and no 
matter how devoid of personal ambi-
tions they were, they were inevitably 
purged, cast aside, or restricted by the 
Party’s interests and discipline.

The sense of Party nature or the ap-
titude for the Party that was fostered in 
their bones over many years of struggle 
often made them compromise and sur-
render in critical moments, because in 
their subconscious, the Party’s surviv-
al is the highest interest. They would 
rather sacrifice themselves and watch 
the evil force within the Party com-
mit murder, than challenge the Party’s 
survival with their conscientious and 
compassionate thoughts. This is pre-
cisely the result of the CCP’s mecha-
nism of struggle: it turns good people 
into tools that it uses, and uses the Party 
nature to limit and even eliminate hu-
man conscience to the greatest extent. 
Dozens of the CCP’s “line struggles” 
brought down more than 10 top-level 
Party leaders or designated successors; 
none of the top Party leaders came to a 
good end. Although Mao Zedong had 
been the king for 43 years, shortly af-
ter he died, his wife and nephew were 
put in jail, which was cheered by the 
entire Party as a great victory of Mao-
ism. Is this a comedy or a farce?

After the CCP seized political pow-
er, there were unceasing political cam-
paigns, from inner-party fights to strug-
gles outside the Party. This was the case 
during the Mao Zedong era, and is still 
the case in the post-Mao era of “reform 
and openness.” In the 1980’s, when 
people just began to have a slight bit 
of freedom in their thinking, the CCP 
launched the campaign of “Opposi-
tion to Bourgeois Liberalization,” and 
proposed “the Four Fundamental Prin-
ciples” [14] in order to maintain its ab-
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The Cultural Revolution was a time period in which “the Sun is the most red” while “the world is the darkest.” Everybody had to study 
Mao’s works.


