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STARTING ANEW THREAD: String instrument virtuoso Tony Furtado

Tony Furtado, ‘Thirteen’

The latest offering from the
Two-time National Banjo Champion

By STACY TOWAR-FOGARTY
Special to The Epoch Times

Triskaidekaphobia—n. an irrational
or obsessive fear of the number 13.

“Thirteen” may in fact be Tony
Furtado’s lucky number. His thirteenth
release on the 3rd anniversary of his
13th birthday (he’s 39) with thirteen
tracks on the album ... you get the
idea.

But he didn’t intend for luck to be the
theme of his latest release—it just kind
of happened.

Hailed as a banjo prodigy by the age
of 19, and as the two-time National
Banjo Champion in his early twenties,
Tony Furtado expanded his penchant
for stringed instruments by picking up
acoustic and electric slide guitar. On his
2004 release, “These Chains,” Furtado
furthered his repertoire by adding sing-
ing and songwriting to his resume.

“‘These Chains’ was my first serious
attempt at songwriting,” says Furtado,
“so it was a trial by fire, with a bit of
experimentation. This time | had the
chance to go deeper.”

Depth and a maturation of his vocal

quality help “Thirteen” get off the
ground. It starts with “Used,” an up-
tempo number that on the surface is a
light, foot tapping tune, but on a fur-
ther listen you realize the lyrics are a
little dark—mixing up the personal and
political into the theme of being used
and having no luck at all.

Another track pondering luck of the
bad variety is the haunting title track
“Thirteen.” Based on the 2006 Sago
mine disaster in West Virginia, the sub-
ject is almost too weighty for Furtado’s
vocals. Thankfully it’s followed by
the album’s most radio-friendly track
“Hurtin” On My Right Side.” A tune
written loosely around verses from an
old recording of convicts singin’ and
swingin’, it lets Furtado loosen up in
what he calls a “moody, rockin’ thing.”

In slot six is “Sevens,” another sly
“Thirteen” reference (if you add the
numbers) and the only instrumental on
the disc. It’s classic Furtado, a rolling
tune featuring the gifted strummer on
the acoustic guitar, dobro, and banjo.
This is the hidden gem on the disc and
gives you a taste of what made the gui-
tar slinger famous.

Bramson Reynolds

The rawest, bad luck laden track is
“Another Man,” a maudlin tune of a
lover’s deception aching in it’s sin-
cerity. You’ll feel Furtado’s pain, but
you’re granted a reprieve from the
rancor of it with “lI Wait for This.”
Throughout the disc Furtado is accom-
panied by Stephanie Schneiderman as
a backing vocalist—"I Wait for This”
is where they get it right. Her voice
is subtly layered in the background
and sweetly harmonizes with Furtado
giving a sense of lightness to a fairly
brooding disc.

Rounding out the album are three
cover tunes, two of which | think
are missteps. The Who’s “Won’t
Get Fooled Again” and Creedence
Clearwater Revival’s “Fortunate Son”
were carefully chosen to send a politi-
cal message, but I find Furtado’s voice
rings hollow. The slowed version of
these classics may be great live but on
the disc they fall short. The third cover;
Elton John’s “Take me to the Pilot,” is
an interesting choice but redemptive
and again lightens the mood with some
hearty “nah-nahing.”

Don’t be afraid of “Thirteen”—the
latest Furtado effort delivers the goods
albeit darkly. To truly get a feel for his
musicianship go see him live. He’s tour-
ing in support of “Thirteen” through
the summer. Good luck.
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from Chonggqing, China
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FIRE AND RAIN: The concert’s of Korean Pop star Rain are known for highly acrobatic choreography, showmanship,

Korea’s Biggest Star
Returns to U.S. for
‘Rain’s Coming, Rain World Tour’

and stage effects.

By LISAFAN
Epoch Times Washington, D. C. Staff

With the showmanship of Michael
Jackson in his prime and the street
savvy edge of a hip-hop artist, the pop
star known simply as Rain has won
international celebrity status across
Asia and throughout the Western
world.

Rain’s current six-month tour fol-
lowing his fourth album will bring
him through the United States in June
including concerts in Hawaii, Atlanta,

ET: You went through 18 auditions
before you got your break. What
was your motivation to keep try-
ing?

R: | started because | love to dance
and | love to sing. To this day, that
has not changed. | try my best to do
these well. That’s all.

ET: How do you handle conflicts
when your ideas are different from
your producer or agent?

R: I don’t think there is any conflict.
Because what the team wants is
what | want, and what | want is

people who want to become an
entertainer and emulate you. You
have worked very hard to get to
where you are now. Can you share
the secrets of your success?

R: First of all, for everything that
you want to do, whatever that
might be, either singing or acting,
you need to have a great passion
for it. | think it’s possible to suc-
ceed in whatever you do if you
have enough passion. | would like
to say these words. We know water
will boil when it reaches the right

New York, and San Francisco.

Recently, Epoch Times reporter
Lisa Fan caught up with Rain,
multi-talented
rity, for an exclusive

Korea’s

Epoch Times: At the age of 25, you
already have money and fame. How
do you remain balanced and keep a

clear mind?

Rain: | don’t think there is an issue
of balance, because | always know
who I am. I stand on firm ground.
For example, when dealing with the
paparazzi, | try to work with them.
| think just following the course
of nature is the best way to handle

things.

celeb-
interview.

what our team wants. At the times
that 1
things, | have to know how to sac-
rifice for the greater goal.

ET: Have you ever considered blend-
ing your unique style with contem-
porary American Pop music?

R: In order for that to happen, | feel |
need to prepare and find a producer
who can work with me harmoni-
ously. Someone who is knowledge-
able that can complement my talent
to produce and tailor my sound for
an American audience. Then we
will have our own unique style.
I believe this will happen in the
future.

ET: There are quite a lot of young

don’t want to do

Classifieds

certain

temperature. But success may not
come along just because one gives
100 percent. That person also has

to have good fortune. You can give

more than

you enjoy

the word,

100 percent, even 200

percent, and you may still not reach
your expectation, which you define
as “success.”

When you want to be successful,
instead of attaching to it and think-
ing of the word *“success,” do what

and completely throw

yourself into it. Don’t feel bur-
dened and don’t even think about

“success.” You will

already be a success when you just
love what you do and enjoy what
you do.
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DENTAL ASSISTANT
Needed (in Carlsbad area). DA
or RDA. Second language ability
preferred. Please fax resume to:
(858) 689-6086

Magic Effects
Health products for men: In-
crease energy and remain youth-
ful. Please call 1-888-518-7778

Traditional Chinese Medicine
Three generations of Chinese
medical practices. Secret recipes
treating sterililty, diabetes, high
blood pressure, depression, in-
somnia and asthma, etc. Accept
health insurance. Please call 626-
462-9388. Address: 630 W. Duarte
Rd., #201, Arcadia, CA 91007

Violin Lesson

Violin Lesson for kids & adults.
Teach skills, theory, perform-
ing. Use Suzuki methods for kids
& selective material for adv. stu-
dents. Help on school band as-
signments. 15 yrs teaching expe-
rience. Affordable price. EREE
lesson for first time students.
Jim 858-547-8840 @ Mira
Mesa

Quanneng Transportation
Short and long distance trans-
portation. Starting price USD$5.
Free tour guide and translation.
626-320-7462

Chiropractic
Relieves tensions in shoulder,
back and neck. Special treatment
of chiropractic. 909-618-7257,
WWW.merrysun.com

Jazz Drum Class
Want to be a drummer? Can
teach at your home. Contact 917-
650-6068, 626-786-1072

The Game of Go
Learn the Game of Go taught by
the U.S. Champion. Open for ad-
mission. 626-512-2130

Sound of Hope
International Radio  Station
for Chinese people all over the
world. www.soundofhope.net

New Tang Dynasty Television

Free Chinese TV programs for
overseas Chinese. 24 hour satel-
lite broadcast. News, Economic
Review, Theater, Sports, Cul-
ture, Art. NTDTV contact: 323-
981-9435. Satellite Installation
contact: 626-758-8798

Long-Term Care Ombudsman

Volunteers needed throughout
Los Angeles County & City!
Make a real difference in the
lives of others by becoming a
Long-Term Care Ombudsman!
For further information please
call:

1-800-334-9473(WISE)
WWww.wiseseniors.org
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Best Propolis
Alcohol-Free  Brazilian Bee
Propolis Extract, Nature’s Im-
mune-Booster, No Artificial
Color or Flavoring. Propolis is a
substance extracted and metabo-
lized by bees from secretion of
tree trunks, branches and flower
petals. Special discount: $23/
bottle, $19/bottle with purchase
over 6 bottles. Buy 24 bottles,
get 1 free. 10007 Belhaven Rd,
Bethesda, MD 20817. Tel: 301-
571-1988 / 301-437-8289

Music Lessons
Piano, Violin, Guitar, Cello,
Singing, Gu-Zheng ( Chinese
Zither), Bass, Organ, Theory
Call Cathy & Dr. J
Tel: 760-918-0388
Cell: 760-805-8880

Tax Preparer
California Registered All States
and Federal tax forms. Serving
the Public Since 1987 call Renee
Differ@ 619-516-0400

Music Classroom
Experienced piano teacher, 626-
202-4640

Legal Service
Specialized in immigration,
political asylum and other civil
cases. 24 Hour contact in Chi-
nese 626-993-5591

TUTOR AVAILABLE
Algebra, Calculus I and I1, and
French language and literature.
BA in French, Minor in math.
$20/hr.

Contact Beth at (858) 945-2519
or chlambert@yahoo.com

Insurance Service
Professional and trustworthy
agent of MetL.ife Insurance. 626-
384-1265, 562-908-2017, 866-
698-4368

Natural Weight Loss
(1) 10-30LB loss/month without
taking medication; (2) Hair Dye
to return hair to its natural color.
Contact 626-336-4938

Professional Piano School
ORCHEPIA is the largest pri-
vate piano school in the world,
with more than 1,000 students.
Teachers have Master’s degree
and above. 949-731-1767, 909-
861-6616

Real Estate Lawyer Consultant
Big business specialist. Years of
experience. High quality help in
real estate investment. 626-833-
8388

Nopal Juice
Includes 18 Amino acids,
14 vitamins, and 10 types of
microelements and cellulose.
Helps control diabetes, lowers
blood sugar and blood fat, and
improves liver condition. For
more information, contact the
Broad Health Group, www.
broadheath.com,  1-888-260-
6788

Tangyin Transportation

626-202-8035
Seven new vehicles for day and
night service. Safe and timely
service, including the following:
Drop-off and pick-up at air-
ports, train stations, bus stations,
schools, hospitals, shopping
malls, DMV, etc. Transportation
and accommodation service for
tour groups.

ZTARTOP Painting & Design
Specialty painting: * Low VOC
paints * Non-toxic coatings
* Milk paint * Lime effects *
Venetian plaster * Guaranteed
satisfaction. Call Ben @ 619-
916-8715 for FREE estimate.
ZTARTOP.com

Why go to Las Vegas?
Have itin L.A.!
“Wedding Ceremony Made
Easy” at a Holy Chapel in a

Beautiful Rose Garden

Any day, 24 Hr service at a
reasonable fee. Appo. 818 294
1443

Special Promotional Rate

Valid thru June 30th
20% discount
4 weeks for $40
plus
1 week FREE!

scal@epochtimes.com
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